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 REFVEREND BRETHREN, 


HEN: Ir is a Maxim founded in Truth, that 
| nothing becomes fo inſtructive to the Nature 
of Man, as thoſe wholeſome Leſſons which 
Experience daily reads to every one. We 
may form Theories, and deduce plain con- 
nes from them, which ſatisfy us for a 
time, and ſeem well calculated to regulate 
our practice, in almoſt every occurrence of 
human Life. We may inveſtigate general 
Cauſes, and aſcertain Effects which naturally 
flow from thoſe Cauſes, by reflecting on the 

ordinary operations of Providence, and the 
general tendency of all human actions. Yet 
It is evident, that, after our moſt accurate 
reafonings on any particular Subject, we want 
ſomething more to convince us fully of the 
truth of ſuch poſitions as we eſtabliſh on ſure 
grounds in the firſt inſtance. We want the 
aid of Experience to ſatisfy us of certain 
Effects which will invariably attach to any 

Atiguided or erroneous cond uct, 


We 


43. 


Wx learn, for inſtance, both from Reaſon 


= Revelation, that the life of man is fleeting 
and uncertain ;—that he was brought into 


exiſtence to ſojourn i in this World ooly for a 


time ;z—and that his principal buſineſs was 
invariably to obſerve the Laws of his bene- 
volent Creator, who has graciouſly promiſed 


to render him for ever happy 1 in a future ſtate, |, 
as the reward of his patient continuance in 


well doing.“ Yet. until Experience, alaſs 


diſcovers female ſoftneſs bewailing the f 
loſs of a Brother, and friendſhip becoming a 


mourner at the Grave,” we ſeldom reflect 
ſeriouſly either on What we are, or what we 
uk be. P | 


WE know that no Society of Men, — no state 


or Kingdom can long ſubſiſt, unleſs it has 
been firſt formed i in a deep ſenſe of the com- 


mon agency of Providence, and in a firm and 


conſtant reliance on its kind and protecting 
care. We are certain that even a private In- 

dividual cannot hope to ſhare in the mutual 
5 advantages of Civil Society, without being 


governed by the Laws of ſubordination, re- 


Sela, and decorum. 5 Hh 


HowEVIR 


"FL 
\Howzvzs volatile the thoughts of man 
may be, even in their moſt correct ſtate ;— 
however erroneous his Judgment may be at 
the beſt, yet it ſeems ſtrange that he ſhould 
not be anxious at all times to promote his 
own general good and happineſs :—that he 
| ſhould not be unremittingly attentive to the 
| Laws of ſelf-preſervation and ſelf-defence, 
which are ſo intimately interwoven with his 
nature. Strange it is, and yet ſtill ſtranger, 
that he is only to be warned of his danger, in 
various inſtances, by dear-bought Experience, 
= "I, the e of fatal Cas! 1 | 


" Tur Complezitn of the preſent Times is 
ſo gloomy and ill-favoured, that the minds of 
moſt men are filled with painful and anxious 
thoughts at the very moment, my Reverend 
| Brethren, in which I now addreſs you. We 
have lived to witneſs the overthrow of ſeveral 
powerful States, by the artifice of a cruel and 
rapaeious Enemy, —evidently hoſtile to the 
general Peace of Europe. Dead to every ſenſe 
of Religion, —of Virtue, - and of Honour; 
hurried: on by furious and unreſtrained Paſ- 
ſions, and apparently intent upon ſcourging 
| the common race of men, they too much 
reſemble 


++). 
reſemble a 
Deſtruction and Death. 


Ix the midn of this farrounding Conflict, 
when the fate of Empires is depending, — 


when the alarms of War, and the din of | 


Arms have already pervaded the Continent of 
Europe, it cannot be wondered at if the wel- 


fare or exiſtence of our own Country ſhould. | 


be uppermoſt in our thoughts. We mult 


| naturally become anxious above meafure, for 
the ſecurity of our property, and the ſafety 


of our perſons. It might have been happier 
for us, perhaps, if we had liſtened earlier to 
experience, and derived inſtruction from ex- 
ample. We might, haply, have ſuffered leſs 
mortification from diſcovering that we have, 
alas . cheriſhed ſecret Enemies in our own 
Country, who have been ſo far inſenſible of 
the bleſſings which they have long enjoyed 
under our happy Conſtitution both in Church 


and ſtate, as at length to be induced to be- 
tray us to our open Enemies, or perhaps, for 


ought we know to the contrary, to reap ſome 


ſecret ſatisfaction or other, from e 


our s e en e 


peſtilential air, which breathe: 


— 


4s | 


Ir has always been the dire misfortune of 
Religion to ſhare in public calamities, and 
to ſuffer. deeply under national grievances. 

How truly painful muſt it be to a generous 
mind to-refle& in this our day, that there is 
every reaſon to apprehend that the foundation 
of molt of the Co Convulſions which have al- 
ready ſhaken Kingdoms, has been laid in a 
gradual attack on the fundamental principles 
of the Chriſtian faith and doctrine! Although 
this attack has been flow, —ſecret, —and ſpe- 

cious; yet it has ſo far ſucceeded, alas! that 

the Religion of Jeſus is now openly aſſailed 
on one hand, and diſregarded on another. 

It is little more than half a century ſince the 

Diſeaſe firſt ſhewed itſelf. It is certainly 

now epidemical, and highly. infectious. In- 

fidelity has erected its baneful Standard, and 
thouſands have flocked to it. Thouſands, it 
is much to be feared, have renounced their 
Lord and Saviour, and- thouſands e to 
* e in his ann | 


5 we to hare been told, a few years 
hw. that thoſe times of Ignorance, which 
the Almighty was once pleaſed graciouſly to 
2 in at, were ever likely to return, we 

n ſhould 


. 


Would hardly have credited the ſuppoſition. 


Were we to have heard it ſuggeſted that the 


ſame clouds of error which once enveloped the 
underſtandings of men before the · Deſire 


of all Nations“ came to diſperſe them, ſhould 


be again likely to overſhadow the world, we 


ſhould have rejected the ſuggeſtion as exiſting 


only in the chimera of a diſtempered imagi- 
nation. Were we to have been told that the 

minds of men were likely to be poiſoned 4a 

ſecond time by that fame kind of vain Phi- 
loſophy and Deceit which exiſted after our 
Saviour's appearance in the world;—and that 

the pride of man ſhould again call ſorth his 
weak, - though boaſted Reaſon, to aſſiſt him 
in taking offence at the Goſpel of Chriſt. in 
deſtroying Faith, — and in deſpiſing the ſin- 


ple and undiſguiſed truths of the Chriſtian 
doctrine, we ſhould have ſtood amazed at 
ourſelves, and been ready to have impeached 


our-own underſtandings. We ſhould doubt- 
leſs, at that time, have expreſſed our utmoſt 


| gratitude to God for the mercy of our Re- 


demption, —we- ſhould have freely owned that 
man would have been for ever miſerable 


without it, —that the Almighty—in the laſt 


inſtance or his goodneſs: to his Creatures—had | 


6e ent 4 


— * _ . * N a * 
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< my 


«©-ſent his Son,” —and that, if men were 
fooliſh enough to reject; his Goſpel, there 
5 Nine na more e Sacrifice for Sin. 
1 AR * it * me, my rRexerend Brethren, 
to ſuggeſt, —much leſs to forebode any appa- 
rent diſpleaſure of the Almighty, for ©* who 
would be able to ſtand in his' fight if he was 
angry?“ Far be it from me, who am but duſt. 
and aſhes, to preſume upon the lighteſt li- 
mitation of his Mercy, which is infinite, and 
the Attribute in which he moſt delights. 1 
receive comfort in my Life from a firm and 
well- grounded belief in Chriſt, and I am fully 
' perſuaded that my only hope of Salvation at 
the great day of Account, muſt entirely de- 
pend on his merits and mediation.. But 
when it is conſidered that Sin originally | 
t crucified the Lord of life,” by parity of 
reaſoning, the ſame dreadful evil mgp again 
cauſe. his wounds to bleed afreſh.” If In- 
fidelity, and a falling away from the faith, as 
it was once delivered unto the ſaints, be - 
characteriſtic of the preſent age, we mult be 
preſumptuous, indeed, to ſuppoſe that ſuch 
Proceedings can be pleaſing in the Eyes of 
Hearen. The Almighty, you know, once 
Nl withdrew 


0 12 ) 


| Ae the * light of his * | 


from the City of Jeruſalem; and as his 
Power and Wiſdom are infinite, —as his 
% Councels are unſearchable and his ways paſt 
finding out,” he may, if he pleaſes, puniſh 
dur heinous Sins by a diminution of his fa- 
vours. If we have abuſed his mercy, or 


 Fefuſed to hear his voice, he may withhold 
from us his ordinary bleffings for a time, in 


order to convince us that nothing but piety 
and virtue can ever continue to us his favour 


and protection; and that whatever chaſtiſe- 
ment he ſees fit to inflict upon us, he always 


Uefigns that it ſhould terminate in fome 
: tranſcendent 3 to all his Creatures. wi 


ag 5 f 


— * NDER- thisviewef the ſtate ef Chriſtianity 
10 the preſent age, it follows, that if the 
ſacred duties of Religion are diſregarded or 
neglected, —if we have unfortunately become 

*© Joyers of Pleaſure, more than lovers of 
God; —if numbers have gone ſo far as either 
to deny or controvert the fundamental prin- 


ciples'of the Religion of Jeſus, and if divine 


Jaws are held in low eſteem, we cannot ſo 


much wonder if the laws of Civil Government 


gen AS ä Although thoſe 
laws 


» IS» =» 


!!! te: 99-9. oe a ae. 


&S 


. 8 
laws are only of human invention, yet they 
ate wiſely calculated to promote the welfare 
of every individual member of Civil Society. 
As ſoon, therefore, as men begin to neglect 
rules, they go on to deſpiſe them, and know 
not where to ſtop until all things are brought 
into confuſion. They are hurried on, by 
furious and unreſtrained paſſions, to commit 
every kind of exceſs without compunction. 
Their boaſted Reaſon, which ought to act on 
all occaſions as a ſkilful Pilot, is too. often 
| "thrown off its guard by miſguided Judgment, 
or by an heated Imagination. And then, as 
foon as the laws of Subordination are once ſet 
- afide,—as ſoon as fooliſh men preſume to do 
whatever ſeemeth good to them in their own 
Eyes, there is an end of order, —regularity, — 
and decorum; which are effentially neceſſary 
towards carrying on the deſigns, and promot- 
ng the mutual amm of Civil aan ee | 


\ From ſuch an imprudent conduct, any 
; "AR will ſoon begin to labour under a 
complication of diſorders, which will as cer- 
tainly haſten its diſſolution, as as they conſtantly 
do that of any individual member of it. And 
WON. TY to argue againſt the ſame 
tendency | 


cm) 


tendency to change and decay, even in ſtates 


and kingdoms, which, under the direction 
of Providence, is evident either in the animal 
or the vegetable World, yet we are aſſured 


from Hiſtory,—nay we may learn from ex- 


perience, that thoſe Nations which have been 


moſt remarkable for wickedneſs, have ſooner 


fallen a prey to their vices, than others. We 


daily ſee that man becomes his own deſtiny, 
and too often lends a ready hand to cut the 
thread of his own life. 


Howrvs R a- plicable theſe ſcattered thou hs 


may be, my Reverend Brethren, to the pre- 

ſent convulſed ſtate of affairs in continental 
Empires, both in regard to Religion and 
Politics; however the ſubverſion of the one, 
or the wild enthuſiaſm of the other, may have 
infected the inhabitants of this Country, in 
ſome degree; yet happy is it for us, that we 
ſeem at preſent to have learnt from experience 
and example, that bad ' cauſes would ſoon 
produce ſimilar effects, if they were not pro- 
perly obviated. Happy it is for us; that we have 
become at laſt convinced that our national 
exiſtence can only be preſerved by the reverſe 


* conduct which has proves ſo fatal to neig- 


| bouring 
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bouring Nations. I mean, by Religion id 
Virtue, —by Loyalty and Affection towards 
our lawful Sovereign, — by a proper reſpect 
for juſt and equal Laws, — by unanimity and 
concord among ourſelves, - and by energetic 
exertions to repel the violence of our open 
Enemies who thirſt after diſturbing our peace, 
or preying upon the produce of our national 
Commerce, and the ny of private In- 
: Gividuals, - | 


: Tha futile PE of falſe Ft vain Phi- 
J0ſ0 phy have been moſt ably controverted and 
expoſed by men of. the firſt Learning and In- 
tegrity in this, or in any other Age or Coun- 
try. And even in this AcE or REASOx, as 
it has been ſpeciouſly ſtiled, we have lived to 
be fatisfied that the novel notions of Liberty 


and Equality, are mere ſhadows without a 


ſubſtance;—that they have actually given riſe 
to the very worſt kind of Tyranny, —viz. to 
that Power which one man uſurps in tyran- 
niſing over another; and that they have ef- 
fectually afforded to all, who have fooliſhly 
embraced them, the unhappy fenite 2 of 
being more equally wretched. 


1 * 
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WI n to be expoſed at preſent to the 


rancorous hatred, - to the envious and am- 
bitious views of a numerous Enemy. But let 


us not be borne down with fear or deſpon- 
dency. Even under the worſt misfortunes 
ineident to human Life, the goodneſs of God 


has fo ordered it, that there ſhall always be 


ſome © balm in Gilead, — ſome Phyfician 
there.“ Whenever his © Judgments are in 
the World, he has enjoined us to * learn 


Righteouſneſs, —to “ ſeek him while he 


may eee and to call upon him while he 
is near. And if we are only true to him, 
and to boftiber we may pioufly truſt and 
hope that neither the * arrow that flieth at 


noon day, nor the peſtilence that walketh in 
darknefs, will materially injure us. Gold 


has often been tried in the fire, and men of 


Virtue and Integrity in a ſtate of adverſity. 
Both have come out of the furnace, refined, 
and not debaſed. May the tender mercy of 


God grant, that this cafe OT beer more Jaan 1 


Ae our o. 


. as we PET all be. that even 


ah beſt of men are frail and fallible, and that 


the human underſtanding 3 is at all times li- 
„„ =  mited 


4 5 


| mited and erroneous, there is yet every reaſon 


to hope that general good will always ariſe 
out of partial evil. The difficulties we are 
ſtruggling with, will induce us to * think 


ſoberly, as men ought to think,” and to call 
out into action that generous principle of the 
human breaſt, which makes mankind open 
to conviction, and always ready to correct the 
frailties and infirmities of their nature, as 


_ as N | 


5 


Thar a general 8 of manners 
is abſolutely neceſſary in the preſent times, 
thinking men of all deſcriptions are perfectly 
agreed. Little ſpeculation will be neceſſary 


to diſcover that it muſt, be begun by a ſtrict 
and conſcientious diſcharge of all our religious 


duties, — free from ſuperſtition on one hand; 


and enthuſiaſm on the other, and deduced - 


from the purity and fimplicity of the Goſpel 


of Chrift, which produces univerſal love and 
benevolence, through Faith in his merits and 
mediation. When we have once acquired a 
general habit of ſeriouſneſs and devotion, we 
| ſhall be enabled more eaſily to reſtrain our 


paſſions, and we ſhall learn to confine all our 
wants and wiſhes within the bounds of mo- 


deration, The reformation of every indivi- 


dual, 


— — i ANI ——— 


( & ) 
dual, would naturally and inſenfibly produce 
that general reformation which is ſo loudly 
called for. And thoſe little im perfections i in 
the form of our excellent Conſtitution, which 
numbers view with a microſcopic Eye, and 
pretend to find fault with, would be found 
a0 have eien with andelyes 8 80 


; " oy my eee . we | ſhall 
learn true wiſdom, and pride ourſelves on 
endeavouring to promote .the future welfare 
of the Community at large, jointly with our 
own. We ſhall be induced, more and more, 
to reverence thoſe Laws which ſecure to us 
true Liberty, and doubly ſtudious to hand 
them down to our lateſt Poſterity, ſtrengthned 
by public Virtue, and not een by pri- 
vate indiſcretion and fo y. And when once 
Truth and Virtue ſhall. be publicly en- 
couraged and patroniſed by the World at 
large, we ſhall find by a pleaſing, and one 
| 3 fondly hope, by a long experience, 
that the upright. and 5 are the . wiſe 

and ee men. 


i ; (73 FLEE: | 


ds 
a> 
* 


7 
1 
3 

* x 
wh. 
„ 
5 

ov 
£ 


e One 


% 
„ 
8 
— . 
5 = 
* 
— y * 
. 
1 
0 id 
"ay 
v7 T* „Aye 5 8 - + ; ; 4 
— . - * 4 7 po 7 * £ 4. 0 
% w x * uf * . 
. ” 1 If * 1 x 4 FI 8 
* * % EF : P - 4 a* q * 
; , 7 —— , : . 
. > „ „ Po - * 
o 4 * * 7 1 2 
4 84,4 « hy 
, — y ; = 6 BE: 2 þ - 4 » _ * 
7 E 1 5 4 5 >. a 0 
4 4 . . 4 4 A 1 
1 5 * vs 2. «+ 
758 bet a „ 
4 * — * 
> i P * . 4 * 4 \ * * * 
L 3 3 . n f 
* . wv | 
25 ” J ; | - 
, - LY by * <4 
4 4 3 * 4 1 
15 A U k . . * 
; ; * * * . — 
e * * 
7 * i s 
l * 
14 * 4 = 


4 
. 


% 
1 


at 
278: 
York 


7 * " 8 , 4 ; ; 
45 8 9 8 0 8 * 7 | 
hy) / > ; ; | ; ; 
, : x . f 1 : * * -» 


He F 0 $2 « © " ] 4 
F ö 2 14 ; 
i ay — 7 he 
* 
* % 7 
* 4 þ4 ; : 
Y * * . 
1 © by 7 "Ea 8 
. » © « — 
4 * 0 / : * \ 4 
To — N 3 2 + 7 * P * of 4 
2 8 dy & 7. o & 
q fm 1 - * . 
8 5 WERE © 3 a a 
„ * 5 4 * F 4 » 
i” * . » . F F 
4 ; bs £ Sj — * K WY. 
* LY . 


* 1 2 
Cle 
2 
. 
£5 
a 
447, 
9 
- 
1 
„ 
7 
* * 
"FT 7 
* 
. 
* 
% 


: 
A 
+ = 
* 
7 


Fg a n 


* 4 K 4 , . 3 


2 


Aſyl 


£ 
ee 5 1 : . 3 . F 
2 OY 5 „ CE RN 3 
2 w SY: On Re = 

[64 P>, Q 2 ; . —4 

| 2 75 5 22 : 

ON) I Q JU . 8 

4 | ; "O ; "i; * 


* Tr * FO * * : I. 4 « K p 8 8 5 D. N ö 2 
N - 1 4 0 * " 

— FTS: ER I WY — . he — 
- — SM . 


—— — ue — 2 — 


— 
— 


